
Adderbury Parish Council Chairman’s Report 2019-2020 
 
It is unfortunate that this report could not be delivered at the usual Annual Parish meeting 
in April, as that was cancelled due to the government measures for public meetings during 
the Covid 19 pandemic. 
 
Parish Poll May 2019 
Following what turned out to be quite a disrupted Annual Parish meeting in April 2019 a 
Parish Poll was called on a number of issues. There were 3 questions altogether but they all 
related to the planned Sports and Community Facilities on the Milton Road. The response to 
all three questions demonstrated a very sound majority of the Adderbury community in 
favour of the project. The results are available on Cherwell District Council’s web site.  
file:///C:/Users/Adderbury/Downloads/Adderbury_Parish_Poll_13_May_2019___Results%2
0(1).pdf 
 
 
The Milton Road Sport and Community Project. 
During this year the Parish Council has progressed with this project and in spring of 2020 
preparation of the pitch area as approved by Cherwell District Council under the application 
18/00220/F has begun. The intention is to prepare the ground and sow the sports grass in 
order for the pitches to establish while other aspects of the project are being completed. 
The pitches will then be ready for use as soon as the building and car parking etc is 
completed. The Planning permission for this aspect of the project (19/02796/F) has recently 
been approved by Cherwell District Council (June 2020) and the team working on this will 
now be able to progress with grant funding and discussions for building work. 
 
The Parish Council’s ambition for this project is to provide a facility which will have a 
number of different sports, as well as a new community hall and to also improve the 
facilities in the Lucy Plackett Playing Field. This is set out in the Adderbury Neighbourhood 
Plan under policy AD18. This project has been the subject of two Parish Polls, including the 
most recent mentioned above, as well as other consultations. 
 
The Parish Council is working with the Working for Adderbury Community (WFAC) residents’ 
group. They have completed a considerable amount of research which will inform the 
business plan and also applications for grant funding. There are over 30 village sports and 
Community groups who have expressed a wish to use the new facilities, including the 
Christopher Rawlins Primary School. This is an exciting project which will have an 
intergenerational benefit across the whole community of Adderbury. The Parish Council 
would like to thank all those involved in the WFAC for their hard work and time given in 
support of this project. 
 
Adderbury Lakes Local Nature Reserve 
The Lakes continues to be a very popular and well used amenity in the village. This year 
repairs and replacement of some fencing along the southern boundary has been completed 
and there has been some further work on the Ice House. 
During last summer’s hot weather the Lakes experienced a problem with naturally occurring 
toxins in the water and many of the fish in the main lake unfortunately died. The Lakes were 
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closed for a number of weeks for clearing up and tests to be completed. The Council 
followed this with a survey of the water quality which found no actual reason for the toxins, 
except hot weather and very shallow water. The Lakes Management group have been 
researching more information about this and are currently considering what further 
measures could be taken, particularly with the large increase in weed in the Lakes which has 
made them far more shallow. 
 
In March of this year it has been necessary to close the Lakes under the government 
restrictions due to Covid-19. The Lakes Management group is monitoring government 
advice closely and will try to open as soon as guidance for social distancing can allow 
residents to visit the Lakes safely. 
 
The Council wishes to thank all members of the Lakes Management Committee for their 
hard work in managing the Lakes Local Nature Reserve and also the large number of 
volunteers who help at the monthly work parties held between September and April. Their 
contribution to the Lakes is invaluable and shows how popular the Lakes are within this 
community. The Council would like to particularly note the contribution over many years 
made by the late Andrew Barnes. Andrew’s knowledge and advice as a member of the Lakes 
Management group will be very much missed. 
 
Forest School Project 
The Parish Council is continuing with this valuable project. The area has been well use by the 
school over this year. 
New trees have been obtained from the Woodland Trust and arrived in March. However, 
due to the Covid 19 lockdown it was not possible to plant them. Instead they have been 
placed in a nursery bed ready for planting out in the autumn. Hopefully it will be possible to 
involve the children and other members of the community, as previously planned. 
 
Traffic calming 
This is an important issue in a number of areas across the village. In the past the Parish 
Council has achieved a number of traffic calming measures, like the VAS signs and gateways 
and road markings at village entrances. During this year the Parish Council’s Environment 
Committee has worked hard on this matter, liaising with the Oxfordshire County Council 
(OCC) officers, Thames Valley Police and members of the public. This Committee is currently 
working closely with OCC officers to create a comprehensive program of traffic calming 
projects throughout Adderbury. This document was approved by the PC in October, and can 
be found on the PC website: https://www.adderburypc.co.uk/documents.php?catid=16 
  
Since then, the EC and a dedicated group of village members have started to implement 
these projects:  

 Community Speedwatch. Several speed watch teams have been established 
in different parts of the village. With a generous grant from OCC, the PC have 
purchased a TVP-recommended stand-alone speed camera. The teams have 
used the device to log in excess of 100 significant offenders so far (and deter 
many others). Offender details are passed to TVP who have generated and 
sent approximately 100 letters. TVP welcomed the traffic data as they can 
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additionally follow up with any vehicles that are drawn to their attention for 
other reasons and  visit / prosecute accordingly. 

 Signage: working with OCC, the first 16 new signs are now erected - 
reminding drivers of the village speed limits and the presence of speed 
detection. This is being coupled with refreshed and enhanced road markings 
to reinforce the limits and reduce unsafe overtaking, bringing a fresh 
appearance to the village road network.  

 Gateways: also working with OCC to install a ‘gateway’ on Oxford Road , and 
‘give-and-take’ chicanes at the ‘gateways’ on Milton and Berry Hill Roads, to 
significantly slow traffic immediately prior to the housing.  

 Village centre: consultation is commencing on the next project: to restrict 
village access at the Oak Tree on Milton Road.  

  
 
The PC thanks all those Councillors on the Environment Committee who are working hard to 
achieve this and also to especially thank Jonathan White who has provided his expertise and 
advise to the Parish Council in this matter. 
 
Shop Closure 
At last year’s Annual Parish meeting the Parish Council noted that Adderbury’s village shop 
had closed for a second time. The Council has been very pleased to see that the shop has 
again re-opened during this last year and seems fairly well supported in the community. 
The village shop is a community asset and a local service and the Parish Council is 
committed to supporting it, as under Policy AD19 of the Neighbourhood Plan and also in our 
Strategic Plan. However, the shop can only remain open if members of the community use it 
regularly.  
The Council thanks all those residents who do use the shop and would encourage anyone 
who has not yet done so to give it a try. 
 
Community Governance Review 
Very recently, a petition has been submitted to Cherwell District Council (CDC) from some 
residents in West Adderbury, requesting a Community Governance Review (CGR) with the 
aim of separating west Adderbury from the rest of the community to form a separate Parish 
Council.  
As the request complied with regulations the District Council has a duty to complete a 
review which they have said will take about 12 months and must be completed by 6th April 
2021 
Cherwell District Council has set the Terms of Reference for the CGR and when the District 
Council does start the Review, the Parish Council will be able to inform residents fully.  
 
It is unfortunate that a number of West Adderbury residents feel they have been excluded 
in some way from decisions for the village.  The Parish Council has always taken all 
residents’ views into consideration and the west of Adderbury has always been well 
represented on the Parish Council, although these residents have claimed otherwise.   
 
At the last Council election in 2016, 8 of the 11 residents elected were from west Adderbury 
(4 from Hornhill Road). Currently four out of twelve Councillors are from the west of the 



village and until two councillors chose to step down last year, there were six out of twelve. 
In the last two council years (from May 2018) the number of Councillors from the west of 
Adderbury has ranged from 7 to 4 (with 6 or more for most of 2018). This appears to be a 
very reasonable representation of west Adderbury which, by their own estimate forms 23% 
of the residents.  
 
CDC has said there will be at least two public consultations so the Parish Council encourages 
all residents of the village to engage in this process to ensure that the District officers and 
councillors gain a clear idea of what the community of Adderbury as a whole wants to 
happen. 
 
Other village matters 
 
Dog Fouling continues to be an issue and new bins will be installed in Twyford following a 
request from a resident. 
 
Planning  
The Council has considered a number of planning applications and objected to 
19/01047/OUT, Hallam Land Management Ltd, Land North East of Oxford Road West of 
Oxford Canal and East of Bankside, Banbury and also 19/00963/OUT Hollins Strategic Land 
LLP for outline application for permission for up to 40 dwellings with associated landscaping, 
open space and vehicular access off Berry Hill Road 
 
20/01073/F on Milton Road for use of the site for recreational caravan park to include a 
new amenity building containing reception, toilets, showers and washing facilities was 
withdrawn. 
 
The Parish Council also objected to 19/02691/F on land east of, The Leys, Adderbury as not 
complying with the Adderbury Neighbourhood Plan Policy AD1.This application has been 
withdrawn. 
  
Grants.  
The Council has supported a large number of village organisations with grants during this 
year.  
 
Covid 19 
The Council has been able to help a number of voluntary organisations and groups during 
this unprecedented time and all Councillors hope that Adderbury residents are staying safe 
and well during the Pandemic. 
Please contact the Parish Clerk or any councillor if anyone needs advice about where to get 
support. 
 
Finally, as Chairman I wish to thank the Clerk and all councillors, including our District and 
OCC members, for their time and efforts over this past year in working to support the 
Adderbury community. 
 
Diane Bratt, Chairman APC. 


